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We report on the activities of the Historical Astronomy Division of the American Astronomical Society. We meet regularly together with the main January meeting of the

American Astronomical Society (most recently in 2018 at National Harbor, Maryland) and occasionally with the Divisions (Solar Physics; Planetary Sciences; High-Energy
Astrophysics) or at the spring main meeting. We also have a semiannual newsletter, which contains news relevant to the history of astronomy and book reviews. We “exist
for the purpose of advancing interest in topics relating to the historical nature of astronomy. By historical astronomy we include the history of astronomy; what has come to

be known as archaeoastronomy; and the application of historical records to modern astrophysical problems.” We award the Doggett Prize for career achievement and the
Osterbrock Prize for a book. The vice-chair supervises attaining the obituaries of deceased AAS members.
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The LeRoy E. Doggett Prize for Historical Astronomy

About HAD ! Roy for
« . . L . 1 | 'The Historical Astronomy Division awards the LeRoy E.
The Division shall exist for the purpose of advancing interest in i i

. . . . . . @ % Doggett Prize biennially to an individual who has significantly
topics relating to the historical nature of astronomy. By historical Xa: [P influenced the field of the history of astronomy by a career-
astronomy we include the history of astronomy; what has come to

| long effort.
be known as archaeoastronomy; and the application of historical ’
records to modern astrophysical problems. Meetings shall be //, |
. od t (e adeauate di . ficipant 1) | 2018: Sara J. Schechner 2006: Steven J. Dick
Ogalllzed 10 Promote adequate iscussion among participants i & 2016: Albert van Helden 2004: Michael Hoskin
and shall attempt to provide a forum for discussion of recent B

2014: E Richard Stephenson  2002: Donald E. Osterbrock
developments in these areas. The Division will assist the Society

2012: Woodruft T. Sullivan, III 2000: Owen Gingerich
in the commemoration of important historical anniversaries and

2010: Michael ]. Crowe 1998: Curtis Wilson
in the archival preservation of current materials of importance to 2008: David H. DeVorkin

future historians of astronomy.”

The Donald E. Osterbrock Book Prize

for Historical Astronomy

The Historical Astronomy Division awards the Donald E.
Osterbrock Book Prize biennially to the author(s) of a book

judged to advance the field of the history of astronomy or to bring
history of astronomy to light.

“ Recipients Recipients

2017: Thomas Hockey for Biographical Encyclopedia of
Astronomers (2nd edition)

2015: Barbara J. Becker for Unravelling Starlight: William and
Margaret Huggins and the Rise of the New Astronomy

2013: Harvey M. Bricker and Victoria R. Bricker for Astronomy in
the Maya Codices

2011: Nathan Sivin for Granting the Seasons: The Chinese

Astronomical Reform of 1280, With a Study of Its Many Dimensions
and a Translation of its Records

History of the Historical Astronomy Division
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[This article by Katherine Bracher first appeared in The American Astronomical Society’s First Century, David H. DeVorkin, ed. (Washington, DC: The AAS, 1999), pp. 277-286.]

https://had.aas.org/resources/hadhistory
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