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We report on the activities of the Historical Astronomy Division of the American Astronomical Society.  We meet regularly together with the main January meeting of the 
American Astronomical Society (most recently in 2018 at National Harbor, Maryland) and occasionally with the Divisions (Solar Physics; Planetary Sciences; High-Energy 
Astrophysics) or at the spring main meeting.  We also have a semiannual newsletter, which contains news relevant to the history of astronomy and book reviews.  We “exist 
for the purpose of advancing interest in topics relating to the historical nature of astronomy. By historical astronomy we include the history of astronomy; what has come to 
be known as archaeoastronomy; and the application of historical records to modern astrophysical problems.”  We award the Doggett Prize for career achievement and the 
Osterbrock Prize for a book.  The vice-chair supervises attaining the obituaries of deceased AAS members.

About HAD 
“The Division shall exist for the purpose of advancing interest in 
topics relating to the historical nature of astronomy. By historical 
astronomy we include the history of astronomy; what has come to 
be known as archaeoastronomy; and the application of historical 
records to modern astrophysical problems. Meetings shall be 
organized to promote adequate discussion among participants 
and shall attempt to provide a forum for discussion of recent 
developments in these areas. The Division will assist the Society 
in the commemoration of important historical anniversaries and 
in the archival preservation of current materials of importance to 
future historians of astronomy.”

Obituaries
Obituaries of Society members are published as a tribute 
and for future historians of science. The Vice-Chair of 
the Historical Astronomy Division (HAD) is responsible 
for commissioning and compiling the obituaries. We 
depend entirely on the network of astronomical colleagues, 
including astronomy department and observatory 
administrators, for notification when an astronomer has 
died.

The Astronomer, a 1500 
woodcut by Albrecht Dürer.

History of the Historical Astronomy Division 
[This article by Katherine Bracher first appeared in The American Astronomical Society’s First Century, David H. DeVorkin, ed. (Washington, DC: The AAS, 1999), pp. 277-286.]

https://had.aas.org/resources/hadhistory

“Dear Colleague,” the letter read, “We have reason to believe that you may be interested in becoming 
a ‘charter member’ of the new Historical Astronomy Division (HAD) of the American Astronomical 
Society (AAS)…” Dated April 24, 1980, it went on to describe the goals of the new Division, how to 
join, and was signed by Kenneth Brecher for the Organizing Committee. A year and a half later the 
HAD boasted 267 members and held the first of its (so far) 23 successful meetings. But this newest 
Division of the AAS had been in the planning stages for more than a year before the Council approved 
it and it began to solicit members.
    The original impetus for the founding of a Historical Astronomy Division came from conversations 
between John A. Eddy, Owen Gingerich, and Kenneth Brecher during the fall of 1978, when Eddy 
was on leave from the University of Colorado and spending some time at the Center for Astrophysics 
in Cambridge, Mass. Each of the three had interests in the history of astronomy, and they began to 
realize that these interests were shared by other members of the AAS. Gingerich had already published 
extensively in traditional history of astronomy, especially on Copernicus. Eddy had investigated 
historical records of sunspot activity (rediscovering what is now known as the Maunder Minimum) 
and was also interested in the 
Native American medicine 
wheels as possible astronomical 
constructions. Brecher’s 
interests lay in the areas of 
supernovae and stellar evolution 
(such topics as the reported red 
color of Sirius in antiquity). But 
main-stream astronomers, by 
and large, regarded such topics 
as marginal to their concerns.
...

The LeRoy E. Doggett Prize for Historical Astronomy
The Historical Astronomy Division awards the LeRoy E. 
Doggett Prize biennially to an individual who has significantly 
influenced the field of the history of astronomy by a career-
long effort.

Recipients
2018: Sara J. Schechner
2016: Albert van Helden
2014: F. Richard Stephenson
2012: Woodruff T. Sullivan, III
2010: Michael J. Crowe
2008: David H. DeVorkin

2006: Steven J. Dick
2004: Michael Hoskin
2002: Donald E. Osterbrock
2000: Owen Gingerich
1998: Curtis Wilson
...

The Donald E. Osterbrock Book Prize 
for Historical Astronomy
The Historical Astronomy Division awards the Donald E. 
Osterbrock Book Prize biennially to the author(s) of a book 
judged to advance the field of the history of astronomy or to bring 
history of astronomy to light.

Recipients
2017: Thomas Hockey for Biographical Encyclopedia of 
Astronomers (2nd edition)
2015: Barbara J. Becker for Unravelling Starlight: William and 
Margaret Huggins and the Rise of the New Astronomy
2013: Harvey M. Bricker and Victoria R. Bricker for Astronomy in 
the Maya Codices
2011: Nathan Sivin for Granting the Seasons: The Chinese 
Astronomical Reform of 1280, With a Study of Its Many Dimensions 
and a Translation of its Records


