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A A S  Meeting, 
Austin January 10 - 14. 1988 -- Don Osterbrock, Chairman 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter David DeVorkin gives the ten ta t ive  schedule of the 
HAD paper sessions and business meeting a t  Austin. I hope thae many  of  our members 
will be able to attend, and we all look forward to hearing a good number of interesting 
and  useful contributed papers on the program. In addition, as  D a v i d  mentioned, there will 
be a special Sunday session (or possibly two if enough papers are contributed) on the 
Austin campus where David Evans has prepared an exhibit showing the  wealth of 
historical materials in the University collection. We also are  deEighted t o  be holding a n  
Invited Panel Discussion on the Centennial of the Lick Observatory. This  will be a n  event 
before the entire AAS, much like an  invited lecture, with no o the r  sessions in  paralIel 
with it. 

Lick Observatory began operation as part of the University of California on  June 
1, 1888. From the beginning i t  has been a very important force ln American astronomy, 
and i t  is highly fitting that its centennial will be marked by a discussion of its history a t  
this joint AAS-HAD meeting. The format of a panel discussion w a s  proposed by the  AAS 
vice presidents, who are  responsible for organizing the meetings; We a r e  trying t o  assemble 
a panel of three to four present or former Lick astronomers who represent part  of Lick 
history and who will be willing to respond to specific questions about  their own history. I 
will introduce the group and serve as  moderator. The plan is t o  a i m  f o r  a structured 
discussion, based upon questions prepared in advance and circwlated to the panel 
members. Of .course,-there- will he an opportunity for questions f r o m  the  floor_-at- the  end 
of the discussion, but I would welcome any suggestions or thoughds f rom any of you now, or 
good questions for the panel. I think it will be an  interesting session. It is tentatively 
scheduled for  Monday, January 11, 1988, the day of our Iast t w o  sessions f o r  historical 
papers. 

Future HAD Meetinps --Don Osterbrock 

Following the discussion of future meetings that we held a t  t h e  HAD business 
meeting in January in Pasadena, our HAD Executive Cornmittecs has  scheduled two 
fur ther  meetings with the AAS. The first will be in Boston in  J a n u a r y  1989. This will be 
celebrated as both the sesquicentennial of the Harvard CoIlege Observatory and  the  
centennial of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory. At  t h i s  meeting we therefore 
expect to have a HAD-sponsored invited lecture before the en t i r e  AAS on the histories of 
these two institutions. 

The second scheduled HAD meeting in conjunction w i t h  the  AAS will be i n  Ann 
Arbor in  June 1989. This marks the first  time the HAD has me% twice within one year. We 
were invited by the local hosts a t  both sites as both seek historical appreciations of  the 
histories of their host institutions. 

Though most of our recent HAD meetings have been heEd a t  AAS meetings, it is 
always possible to meet on our own as well. The advantages of meet ing with the AAS are  



that many of our members will certainly be present anyhow, and  tha t  mganizational 
arrangements are taken care of by the AAS. The disadvantages a r e  t h a r  t h e  place, date 
and format are  pretty much out of our control. To hold a meeting on olrs own requires an  
invitation from a person, group or institution willing, able and even enthusiastic to be the 
local hosts. The HAD Executive Committee and I in particular would welcome informal 
discussions a t  any time from anyone who has interests along these lines, 

Tentative Plans for Austin --David Detbrkin 

All HAD members should soon receive the AAS Prelirninarqr Annmmement for  the 
January 1988 meetings in Austin. We have asked for two contributed paper sessions on 
Monday, January 10, and plan to hold a t  least one and possibly t w o  contr ibuted paper 
sessions the day before: on Sunday, January 9.  The Monday sessions wiIE be a t  10:OO - 
11:30 a m  and 2:00 - 3:30 pm. The Invited Panel Discussion on the History o f  Lick 
Observatory is scheduled for  Monday, 3:40 - 5:00 pm. We tentatively p l an  t h e  HAD 
Business meeting for  1:00 pm Monday in the same room reserved f o r  our afternoon 
session. It  will be in partial conflict with a lunchtime AAS invited t a lk  by Art Walker, 
who will be reporting on his experience a s  member of the Challenger Investigation 
Commission. There is, however,&no other eonvenient time f o r  t he  m e e t i n g  Monday 
therefore will be a busy but exciting day. 

And Sunday should be just as exciting! My curatorial senses a r e  t k g l i n g  with the 
news that David Evans is preparing a special exhibit in the Atr ium of t h  Academic 
Center on the University of Texas Austin campus. Between the hours  of IO:00 am and 5:00 
pm he will have on display some of the earliest and most notable pr in ted  works on 
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examples of Copernicus, Tycho, Kepler, Galileo, Riccioli, Newton, H a l l ~  and  Herschel, 
including books, maps, charts and manuscripts, all will appear (rrnder g k s ~ )  and be 
introduced by David Evans, who will also welcome us with a discourse an the fascinating 
l i fe  of Jean-Charles Houzeau, "The James Bond of Astronomy." 

As the Austin campus is some 11 miles from the site for  t h e  A A S  meetings 
themselves, David Evans has arranged convenient bus service starting ae 9 4 5  am with the 
last bus returning a t  5:15 pm. The book exposition will be adjacent t o  o m  Sunday meeting 
room. Even though we will have breaks between our paper sessions on Sramday, I strongly 
suggest that HAD members plan to make the sessions a day-long a f f a i r  r o  fully appreciate 
the exhibit. No formal lunch will be planned, but food is available locany.  



The Dues -- For Some, Last Call --David DeVorkin 

Take a second to look at your mailing label on the front of the Newsletter. If there 
is a little "Y" on the first  line, you are looking at the last issue of the Newsletter that you 
will receive unless you contact me immediately. If you have been a Full member, it means 
that your dues are seriously in arrears. If you are an Affiliate, i t  means either that your 
dues, or  your surcharge, or both, are seriously in arrears. Affiliates should look at the 
date on the f irs t  line of the mailing label. This is your "dues paid through" date. If i t  is in 
the past, you owe both, If i t  is in thed'uture, you owe the surcharge only. In any event, 
anyone with a "Y" will be dropped from the HAD roster before the next Newsletter. If the 
space has a n  "nn or is blank, you are in good shape. The date on the first line indicates 
when your time is up! 

Even though response to my many warnings has been good over the past two years, 
77 members -- 45 affiliate and 32 full members, out of a total of 318 -- have a little "Y" 
next to  their names, and will be dropped unless I hear from them. 

Call for flews; 

The next Newsletter will appear after the AAS paper screening has been completed 
and we have a definite agenda for Austin. The paper screening is usually in the last week 
of October, so with luck we should have the next Newsletter out in mid-November. 

If anyone has news that they would like to share (you have taken a new position, 
have a major work in progress you would like people to know about, or have just 
published something that warrants notice) I would be happy to know about it, and will 
try to f i t  i t  into the next issue. 


