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-- CHAIRMAN'S REPORT -- Katherine Bracher 

In 1989 the  H A D  held two meetings: the f irst ,  in  Boston in  January,  was reported 
in last year's annua l  report. The second was held a t  the Universi ty of Michigan on June 
11 and  12, i n  conjunction with the AAS meeting there. The  Sunday  session (prior to the 
opening of the  AAS meeting) was held a t  the old Detroit  Observatory o n  the  University 
campus. About 25 members attended, and were able to tour the 1854 observatory, which is 
being restored through the e f fo r t s  of Professor Nicholas Steneck of the Department of 
His to ry .  I n s t r u m e n t s  t h e r e  i n c l u d e  a 12-inch H e n r y  F i t z  r e f r a c t o r  a n d  a beau t i fu l  
meridian circle by Pistor and  Martins. Part icipants in  the  session heard  three  papers on 
the history of the observatory and its staff  in the 19th and ear ly  20th centuries, given by 
~Margaret Steneck, Nicholas Steneck, and Rudi  Lindner, all of the  University of Michigan. 
Other  Michigan-related ta lks  were given by T. R. Williams (on Rober t  McMath) and  by 
Owen Gingerich (on the 1953 Michigan Summer School i n  Astrophysics). 

On Monday, June  12, the HAD held a morning session a t  the  regular AAS meeting. 
K. D. Pang spoke  on S h a n g  Dynas ty  oracle  bones a n d  ec l ipse  records  (essential ly a 
recalibration of Chinese calendrical records), and his analysis a t  our  session was noted in  
Science News. Donald Osterbrock gave us insight into Lick's W. W. Campbell as  the craator 
of a n  "astronomical fac tory"  and William Liller's talk on the  or ienta t ion of ceremonial 
p la t forms on Easter  Is land was a welcome add i t ion  a s  he or ig inal ly  was scheduled to 
present the paper a t  Boston. Although this session was well a t tended (75--100 people), the 
pauc i ty  of papers  was  d u e  to the  f a c t  tha t  th is  was  the  second H A D  meeting in  six 
months. We still at tracted almost 1/4 of the total AAS membership at tending the meetings 
in Michigan! 

HAD people were also saving up fo r  Washington. On  January  13/14, 1990, the HAD 
met  i n  Crysta l  C i t y ,  VA, aga in  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  AAS. We h a d  two very fu l l  
contributed oral sessions (13 contributcd and one invited) on the  13th, as well as  a poster 
session that  day. Both were well at tended,  and indeed many of the  talks were fascinating 
and memorable. 

The Jarluary HAD Business Meeting in Washington: 

T h e  H A D  Business  mee t ing  was held  a t  1:00 pm o n  t h e  13th ,  w i t h  abou t  30 
members present. Among f u t u r e  meeting plans we discussed t h e  J u n e  1990 meeting i n  
Albuquerque. As Mike notes below, there will be a special session a n d  a f ield trip, to be 
co-sponsored by the  HAD, but arranged by Mike. We also discussed invitat ions fo r  fu ture  
meetings in Seattle (May 1991) to be organized by Woody Sullivan; and  in Chicago a t  the 
A d l e r  P l a n e t a r i u m  ( J u n e  1992)  t o  be o r g a n i z e d  by J a m e s  S w e i t z e r .  Both w e r e  
enthusiastically accepted: especially the possibility of a joint meeting in  Chicago with the 
Division for Dynamical Astronomy. LeRoy Doggett is pursuing this last possibility. 

Steve Dick discussed the matter  of publishing properly prepared obituary notices 
in the Blllletin of the A A S ,  and urged HAD members to endorse this  when they respond to 
t h e  AAS Survey t h a t  has  been d i s t r ibu ted .  Dav id  DeVorkin  pointed o u t  the need to 
support  the preservation of old Astroplz~~sical Jolirrlnl correspondence,  a n d  the members 
voted to endorse this prescrvation effor t  with a one-time $50 contribution f rom the HAD 
coffers .  Members also approved the  t r ans fe r  of remaining AAS fi les to the American 
Inst i tute of Physics. which had been approved by the AAS Council earl ier  in the week. 
DeVorkin was also authorized to grant  requests for one-time copies of the HAD mailing 
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,;st a t  t h e  discret ion of the H A D  commit tee ,  a n d  to charge  fo r  these lists ( t w o  rates: one 
''or n o n - p r o f i t  scholar ly  o rgan iza t ions  w i t h  a l l i ed  h is tor ica l  interests .  a n d  o n e  f o r  a l l  
- ;hers ) .  R a y  White discussed the new s t a tus  of the ~stro tzontv  Qlinrrer/v, a n d  encouraged 
A A D  members to submlt  h~s to r i ca l  articles. 

Note: As plans now stand, we will  be meeting in Philadelphia i n  J a n u a r y  1992 wi th  
:he  AAS.  I f  a n y  H A D  m e m b e r s  i n  t h a t  c i t y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  w i t h  loca l  
a r rangements ,  please contact  me or  David.  

N o t e  2: As you wi l l  r ead  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  News le t t e r ,  t h e  H A D  N o m i n a t i n g  
Commi t t ee  would  l ike  your suggestions f o r  add i t i ona l  names f o r  t h e  upcoming  election. 
Speak now or... 

Note 3: T h e  Winter 1992 meeting will be i n  Atlanta.  We must  dec ide  b y  the  end  of 
:he Business meet ing  in J a n u a r y  1991 in  Ph i l ade lph ia  wha t  o u r  p l ans  w i l l  be. If a n y  
Atlantans have  a n y  ideas. i ~ t  U S  know! 

O n  Sunday ,  J a n u a r y  14, t he  H A D  cosponsored a n  al l -day sympos ium a t  t h e  U. S. 
.Yaval Observatory,  on the t o p ~ c  of Nat ional  Observatories. Steve Dick a n d  L e R o y  Doggett 
I r e  to be congratulated on organizing one  of the  best and  most coherent  t hema t i c  sessions 
w e  h a v e  y e t  e n j o y e d .  I t  was  a  f i t t i n g  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  s e t  i n  Boston. 
H i s to r i ans  of as t ronomy across t he  U n i t e d  Sta tes  a n d  abroad  a t t e n d e d  a n d  cont r ibuted .  
Abou t  75 people s tayed  the whole day ,  a n d  were  t rea ted  to a  wonder fu l  l unch ,  reception 
a n d  tour. In  ail, a  very sat isfactory history day .  As you know the  proceedings  a r e  soon to  
appea r  i n  The Journal for the History o f  Astronomy. 

-- THE ALBUQUERQUE AIEETING -- hlichael Zei l ik 

T h e  Albuquerque  June  AAS meeting will  include a suecial session on  Archaeo- a n d  
Ethnoas t ronomy,  Tuesday,  12 June.  f r o m  10:OO - 11:30 am. The  theme  of t h i s  session will 
5 e  "The  Grea te r  Southwest." K i m  Malvil le  has  agreed to provide a specla1 inv i t ed  review 
:zper. 2nd other  invl tat lons thus i z r  ~ c c e p t e d  a re  by Ed Krupp,  who  \bill be speaking on 
" S o u t h e r n  California Ast ronomy a n d  E thnography ; "  Rolf  S inc la i r  a n d  A n n a  Sofae r  on  
'Bu i ld ing  Al ignments  a t  Chaco Canyon;"  a n d  R o b  Robbins  on  "Ast ronomical  Imagery  in  
lMogollon Pottery." 

We a r e  also plannlng a n  exci t ing f ie ld  t r i u  f o r  Sunday,  J u n e  10. Tenta t ive ly ,  I hope 
:o a r r ange  f o r  a  speclal b ~ s i t  to the  Pecos Natlonal  Monument, as  well a s  a  visi t  t o  a  New 
Mexican winery,  a n d  the "Star Axis" s i te  by ar t i s t  Charles  Rass. T ranspor t a t ion  will  be by 
spec ia l  v a n ,  a n d  a l unch  will  be i n c l u d e d  a t  a n  es t imated  to ta l  cost of a b o u t  $20 per 
2erson .  We w ~ l l  r e t u r n  to t he  rneet lng s l t e  be fo re  t h e  even lng  A A S  reception. I [ M l k e  
Zerlrk] will be handl ing  a i l  a r r angemen t s  f o r  t h e  special session a n d  f ie ld  t r i p  locally, so 
i f  you a r e  i n t e re s t ed .  p lease  l e t  me k n o w  a s  soon a s  possible s o  I  c a n  c o n f i r m  these  
~ r r a n g e m e n t s .  T h e  f ina l  H A D  Newslet ter  f o r  the Albuquerque rneetlng will be coming out  
a i  my  o f f i c e  a t  t he  University of N e w  Mexico Depa r tmen t  of Phys ics  a n d  Astronomy, 
- lbuquerque.  NM 871 3 1.  (505) ?7'-2516: FAX: ( 3 0 5 )  277-1 5". 

- . h e  nornlnatlno, ~ ~ m m l r t e e  : o r  ill:: upcornlng f i A D  eiectlon la te r  t ~ i s  : ea r  incluaes 
o n  a s t e r  Drock. cna i r  ( I n s t ~ t u t e  fo r  ,Ad\ anccd  Study,  r 609 7j.1-8 19 1: F A S  I 609 924-8399: 
E-Mai l :  DON@IASSNS.BITNET - t i l l  J u n e ) ,  L e R o y  Dogget t  ( U S N O  - 8202) 653-1572 

n a \ o b s ~ ( i 3 n a r d a c \ ~ n . a r ~ a ) .  3nd S3rah  G e n u t h  (Ad le r  ,312;  332-0320). T h e \  n u s t  ~ d e n t ~ f v  
0 z a n a l u a t e s  t o r  \ 1c.e Lnalr .  Lna . uur  c a n a l a a t e s  I or tne n i i D  zornrnirtce to complete 

?e  ballot.  Please contact  3 n v  of the  three  ns soon as uossivle i f  you have  suggestions. A n  
: i i c i n ~  baliot \ \ 1 1 1  auue3r In the enrlv Fnll issue o i  the hc:vslctter. 
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-- American Astronomical Obituaries - Steve Dick 

Six years  ago John Lankford f i r s t  b rough t  to the a t tent ion of the  Society "The 
Decline of the Obituary as a Source fo r  the  History of Modern Astronomy." (BAAS, 16, no. 
2 (1984)' pp. 560-64). In 1989 the President of the  H A D  appointed a n  a d  hoc committee to 
s t u d y  t h e  issue. T h e  committee (S. Dick ,  S. Brush,  a n d  J. L a n k f o r d )  h a s  c o n f i r m e d  
L a n k f o r d ' s  conc lus ions ,  which a r e  a l s o  e v i d e n t  i n  a n y  v o l u m e  of Astronomy a n d  
Astrophysics Abstracts. Only about 109'0 of the  obi tuar ies  listed in that  publication have 
American astronomers as their subject, a n d  many of these are  in foreign journals. 

Af te r  d u e  consideration the commit tee  h a s  made the  following recommendations: 
(1) tha t  astronomical  obituaries be published in  the  BAAS a s  a journal of record of the 
AAS; (2) tha t  these obituaries be a max imum of 2-3 pages in the  BAAS, amount ing to 
pe rhaps  25 pages per year i n  the Bul le t in ;  ( 3 )  t h a t  page charges  be w a i v e d  f o r  this  
purpose; (4) t h a t  H A D  members play a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  supporting role in  t h e  even t  this 
proposal is adopted,  perhaps as part  of a n  ob i tua ry  editorial  board; and  (5) t h a t  i n  the 
meant ime H A D  members encourage favorab le  consideration of this  mat ter  by the  AAS 
Publications Board and eventually by the Council.  

As a publication of the AAS, we fee l  the  Bulletin is appropriate as the  journal of 
record f o r  obituaries of its members. Other  publications, such as the AIP's Physics Today, 
have a much broader constituency and canno t  be expected to provide adequa te  coverage 
f o r  astronomy. Surely, however, our  Society -- one  tha t  publishes thousands of pages of 
sc ient i f ic  results  annual ly  - -  can publish 20 t o  25 pages of obituaries i n  t h e  same time 
period, not only f o r  the benefit of historians of modern astronomy, but also a s  a memorial 
to the astronomers who produced all those scientif ic results. 

T h e  dec i s ions  of the  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  F u t u r e  of t h e  BAAS a n d  t h e  AAS 
P u b l i c a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  d u e  o u t  soon .  We u r g e  AAS members  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
recommendations listed above. 

-- Herbert C. Pollack Awards for 1990/1991 

The  seventh annual  Pollack Awards have been announced by the Board of Trustees 
of the  Dudley Observatory for  research in  t h e  history of astronomy a n d  astrophysics. 
Recipients are: 

$10,000 Pollack Award: 
James M. La t t i s  (U. Wisc.) 

"A Study of Christopher Clavius." 

$5,000 Dudley Award 
Mark Littman (Loyola Coll.) 

"Biography of Edwin Hubble." 

$3.000 Dudley Award 
Norriss S. Hetherington ( U  of Calif.) 

"Edwin Hubble's Cosmology." 

$2,000 Dudley Award 
Frederic J. Baurngartner (Vir. Poly.) 

"The Origins of the Provencal School of Astronomy." 

Submiss ion deadl ines  f o r  Pollack A w a r d s  is 15 December of each  year ,  wi th  
announcements  by mld-January.  Please s u b m i t  th ree  copies of proposals t o  Ralph A. 
Alpher, The Dudley Obscrx a t o r \ .  69 Union A\.enue. Schencctady, N Y  17308. 
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-- Robert H. Goddard Historical Essay Competition 

Cra ig  Waff ,  J P L  his tor ian,  is th is  year 's  co-winner  of the  Robert  H. G o d d a r d  
Historical  Essay Compet i t ion,  sponsored by t h e  Na t iona l  Space Club. His essay, t i t led 
"Planetary Exploration a t  the Brink: The Administrat ion Debate Over the F Y  1983 NASA 
Budget" won Craig a $500 award and citation. 

-- Announcements and Queries 

- -  The  King's School ,  Gran tham,  Lincolnshire i s  interested in  establishing l inks wi th  
scholars in  the  United States who might be able to contribute toward their  goal of 
advancing science education within the  School. Historians of astronomy might t ake  
note tha t  among thei r  alumni they count Isaac Newton. If interested, contact Derek 
Lee, Head Master, The King's School, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6RP, England. 

-- The Astronomical Society of the Pacific will be meeting in  Boston in July. On 17 July 
the ASP History Committee is planning to  have a special session on "Stars Clusters." 
Anyone  i n t e r e s t e d  shou ld  con tac t  Woody S u l l i v a n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of Washington 
Department of Astronomy (Seattle, WA 98195) f o r  more information. 

HOW TO READ YOUR ADDRESS LABEL: 

A number of people a re  still uncertain about how to read the mailing label, to determine 
status and membership type. Here's how: 

Dr. First  and  Last Name. (Type) m/d/yr  (Status) 
address 
address 
address 

Under  Type: F = full  AAS member 
A = Affil iate 
S = Associate or Special 
J = Junior AAS member 
C = Corporate member 

m/d /yr  = date your membership lapses 
Status Y = dues in arrears  (PAY UP!!) 

N = dues OK, (unless the date is 
passed, then it means that I have 
given you a grace period ...) 

IF YOUR STATUS IS Y YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM T H E  NEWSLETTER ROSTER. 
FURTHER, I F  T H E  DATE ON THE LABEL IS NOT 1990 OR LATER, YOUR STATUS 
WILL CHANGE T O  "OVERDUE" WITH THE N E X T  NEWSLETTER. 

REMEMBER: DUES ARE: AFFILIATES: $15.00/ 3 YEARS 
F: S; OR J MEMBERS: $6.00/ 3 YEARS. 


